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PO Box 345
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Alana Grace Scolari
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08-27-2004

Dear Disability Determination Service:

Alana comes in to the Bloomfield Hills Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by her father, a physician, who assists with the history. Apparently, Alana was born with congenital cataracts and glaucoma. She underwent bilateral surgery when she was several weeks old for both cataracts and glaucoma. Intraocular lenses were not placed. She has been seeing Dr. Rao since infancy. She uses Cosopt and brimonidine drops in both eyes. She just graduated from high school and has been accepted into Art school. She has been able to function in the classroom with the use of magnifiers, voice recognition software, ocular loupes, and a computer that will convert text into speech. As well, she uses a cane to ambulate safely. She apparently sees Dr. Elizabeth Becker for low vision therapy.

On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/100 on the right and 20/300 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of +7.25 +1.00 x 092 on the right and +9.50 +2.00 x 099 on the left. The near acuity with an ADD of +3.00 measures 20/100 on the right and 20/400 on the left at 14 inches. The pupils are irregular and poorly reactive on both sides. The muscle balance shows a left-sided exotropia. The muscle movements are somewhat limited. The slit lamp examination shows bilateral aphakia with open posterior capsules. There are superior iridotomies on both sides with a thick bleb superiorly, on the right side. On the left side, the conjunctiva is flat. On the left side, there is a moderate amount of peripheral anterior synechiae, inferiorly. The fundus examination shows a cup-to-disc ratio of 0.9 on the right side and 0.99 on the left side with significant pallor that is more prominent on the left than the right. The eyelids show moderate chalasis and mild ptosis that is worse on the left side.

Visual field testing utilizing a kinetic perimeter without correction and with good reliability utilizing a III4e stimulus shows 42 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 12 degrees of horizontal field on the left.

Assessment:
1. Congenital glaucoma.

2. Aphakia.

Alana has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of glaucoma and aphakia. Based upon these findings, one would expect her to have difficulties performing the visual tasks required in the work environment. Without the use of her low vision aids, she is unable to read small print, use a computer, distinguish between small objects, and avoid hazards in her environment. Her prognosis is guarded.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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